In the Fall 1984 issue of Soil Survey Horizons there was an article titled "Thoughts on Professionalism" (Young, 1984) which I felt thoroughly exemplified a professional soil scientist. In the same issue of Soil Survey Horizons there was another article, less than three pages long, that contained a wealth of information pertinent to soil surveys. This article, titled "Field Identification of Lithologic Discontinuities," (Parsons, 1984) was written by the late Dr. R. B. Parsons, or "Doc" as I knew him. Doc was a professional soil scientist in every sense of the word. When I head of Doc's death I immediately thought of the two articles mentioned previously.
My acquaintance with Doc helped me develop a different philosophy of mapping and a better way of looking at soils. Some people might find it
